Dear Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister

Parents of disabled children and young people regularly contact us to talk about
their fears for the future of their children. They are concerned that they are getting
a worse start in life than other children and that their development, both socially
and educationally, is suffering as a result of their needs not being met.

When the Government published its plans to reform the way disabled children and
young people are supported throughout their education, the announcements were
widely welcomed. The Green Paper aptly entitled ‘Support and Aspiration: a new
approach to special educational needs and disability’ promised a better future for
this group of children and young people.

However, two years on from the vision set out by the Government, many feel the
reforms, in their current state, will not deliver on the promise to make the system
less stressful for families.

The Green Paper promised families a much better system for all disabled children,
yet as it stands 25% of disabled children and young people who do not have special
educational needs will not benefit from the reforms.

Disabled children, young people and their families were also promised that the
rights that they currently have will be protected, that services will work together to
meet the needs of disabled children, and that they will have greater choice and
control.

Instead, the Bill at present risks undermining the right to an inclusive education
and to the provision of services they are currently entitled to. In addition, it
provides parents with a local offer which, as currently drafted, is likely to mean that
they will have to continue to fight for the services they should be able to take for
granted, despite the government’s stated intention of reducing the battle for
services.

We believe that the Government’s intent has always been to do the right thing for
disabled children, young people and their families. But the reforms as they
currently stand are unlikely to enable disabled children and young people to fulfil
their aspirations and potential, the outcome the reforms hoped to achieve. We
therefore urge the Government to listen to disabled children, young people and
their families and those who support and work with them and address these issues
within the Children and Families Bill. We particularly want the Government to:



e Protect existing rights of disabled children and young people

e Create a truly joined-up system for disabled children and young people with
health and social care services fully integrated

e Make local authorities accountable for the services they offer to disabled
e children and young people

e And ensure all disabled children and young people benefit from these
improvements

We would be delighted to discuss our concerns with you in person. Please feel free
to get in touch via beatrice@edcm.org.uk.

Yours sincerely
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